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Submission by the European Community and its Member States related to para. 10 of decision IX/3 on Strategic Plan and new strategic framework 

General comments/Recommendations:

· A new strategic framework as a basic instrument for implementation and future development of the Basel Convention for the period beyond 2011 should respond to the global concerns as well as the specific needs of regions. The EU is of the view that the framework should focus on two specific areas:

i)      transboundary movement of hazardous waste including problems with illegal      traffic;

          ii)    environmentally sound management of priority waste streams;

· The EU is of the view that the control of transboundary movement of hazardous and other wastes should be more significantly reflected in the new strategic framework than it was thus far;

· In this respect, the combating illegal traffic of hazardous wastes should be boosted while promoting the reuse, recycling and recovery of hazardous wastes in accordance to a safe and environmentally sound management; 

· In relation to this, activities promoting the objectives of the Ban Amendment should become an integral part of the framework;

· We should identify the priority activities from the present Plan that could be rolled over into the new strategic framework. However, the strategic framework should be more focused and reflect realistically what can be achieved; 

· The EU believes that developing countries should be closely involved in the identification of waste streams requiring particular attention. Nevertheless, the EU suggests considering targeting the following waste streams in the new strategic framework: e-waste, end-of-life vehicles, POPs containing wastes, mercury containing wastes and end-of-life ships, taking into account the adopted Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships;
· The new strategic framework should give general guidance for a ten-year period. It should not, however, contain a detailed list of activities for this period (like the Action Table of the current Strategic Plan). Instead, concrete actions should be agreed upon as part of relevant COP decisions, in particular the programme budget, the OEWG work programme, the Partnership programme workplan and the work programme of the Implementation and Compliance Committee as well as the business plans of the BCRCs;

· A new strategic framework should be dynamic enabling incorporation of important new elements, for example the cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions;

· The EU recommends the examination of the relevant instruments similar to the Strategic Plan of other MEAs, e.g. under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, Convention on Biological Diversity and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, to see if there are other approaches that might be of assistance.

Monitoring-evaluation system

· The EU suggests establishing a system for monitoring and evaluation of the future strategic framework. The use of existing mechanisms should be explored to achieve this; 

· The EU believes that such a system of monitoring and evaluation would make the implementation of the new strategic framework more effective. For example it would enable developments within the frame of the Basel Convention to be reflected;

· The report prepared by the Secretariat showed that the indicators selected in the previous Strategic Plan were not able to properly describe the results achieved. A new set of indicators should therefore be developed to properly assess and follow each activity; 

· Several projects under the current Strategic Plan had the potential for reproducibility but have apparently not been reproduced. Since it is indeed very important to ensure that the full reproducibility potential of projects is exploited, the EU would therefore recommend setting up a common reporting format for projects. The EU would also recommend rendering this reporting compulsory within a certain period of time after completion of the projects;

· In terms of existing mechanisms, the Open-ended Working group and as appropriate the Implementation and Compliance Committee could assist in the process of evaluation of the implementation of the strategic framework.

Strengthening the status of the Basel Convention/How to attract donors

· The new strategic framework has to be viewed in the context of the overall UNEP activities. Therefore it is of particular importance that UNEP has made harmful substances and hazardous waste one of the 6 priorities for its Medium-term Strategy and highlighted the necessity of integrated waste management under the priority Resource efficiency-sustainable consumption and production. The Basel Secretariat together with its sister Secretariats should play a full role in the UNEP MTS and the Basel Convention new strategic framework should be developed in that context;

· Consistent with UNEP GC decision 25/8 (paragraph 9), the report of the UNEP Executive Director on waste management prepared for UNEP GC25 (document UNEP/GC.25/5/Add.2) should be taken into account in elaborating the new strategic framework;

· The Bali Declaration on Waste Management for Human Health and Livelihood adopted by COP 9 should also be referred to as a commitment inter alia to preventing the illegal transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and to promoting the safe and environmentally sound management of waste;
· In order to attract donors we need a more focused approach when setting up a new strategic framework. It should, inter alia, stress the links between environmentally sound management of wastes and the MDGs, human health and livelihood, combating climate change, as well as the efficient use of natural resources;

· It’s crucial for donors to have an overview of impacts of activities supporting the fulfillment of the strategic objectives set in the strategic plans/frameworks. Thus, the EU proposes to consider this aspect in a new strategic framework.
Actors

· In the new strategic framework, it should be made clear to which actors this framework is addressed (e.g. Parties, the Basel Secretariat, stakeholders); 

· We believe that the involvement of industry and other non-governmental organizations will help to achieve the aims of the Basel Convention. It will also raise the awareness for the implementation of the Convention and makes the phenomenon of illegal traffic of waste more visible;
· The Partnership Programme, which provides a landmark of successful cooperation among multi-stakeholders including industry, governments and civil society, is  supported by the EU as an important instrument to help to implement and steer the direction of the new strategic framework. 
The role of the Basel Secretariat

· The Secretariat’s main role should be as a convenor and advocate helping the           wider UN system to understand the importance of waste management; 

· The Secretariat should help developing countries identify appropriate measures to implement the Basel Convention and/or appropriate sources of support but it shouldn’t act as a development agency working at the project implementation level. The Secretariat certainly has a role to play in technical training workshops, which can be of considerable benefit. There may be a very limited role of Secretariat-led demonstration projects to pilot innovative approaches;

· The role of the Secretariat on capacity building and technology transfer should be clarified taking into account the responsibilities of UNEP, UNDP, UNITAR and the World Bank and other appropriate partners.

The role of the BCRCs
· The EU thinks that the BCRCs should be developed over time into free-standing regional entities capable of approaching donors and private sources of support;

· The new strategic framework should reflect the outcomes of the review of the operation of the BCRCs and the workplan for strengthening the BCRCs once adopted by COP. The EU is of the view that the performance of the BCRCs should be looked at regular basis to see how BCRCs fulfil their core functions identified in previous COP decisions. With a view to promoting synergies and cost-effectiveness, some deficiencies in activities of the centres could be addressed by networking and cooperation between centres beyond regional boundaries and through support from international programmes.

Links with international and regional organizations and MEAs

· It will be crucial to consider the strategic importance of supporting and making links with regional initiatives (e.g. NEPAD) and come up with practical ways of securing this support;

· The EU encourages the cooperation of the Basel Convention with other organizations working on the issue of illegal traffic, e.g. WCO and IMPEL-TFS;

· The EU recommends that the process should recognize the importance of the Basel Convention maintaining close links with the International Maritime Organization, especially since the adoption of the International Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships.

Synergies

· The new strategic framework should reflect the ongoing work on cooperation and coordination between the Basel, Stockholm and Rotterdam conventions. It should highlight the advantages of cooperation and coordination of activities between the conventions in relation to e.g. implementing the Basel Convention, carrying out projects etc. The strategic framework should therefore reflect on and pursue decisions to be taken at the simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the conferences of the Parties.

Capacity building

· The EU considers that the new strategic framework should emphasize wider capacity building efforts that contribute to environmentally sound waste management. For example more training activities on illegal traffic should be designed for Parties. 

Financial resources

· The EU recognizes the need for financing to assist Parties in implementing the Convention. The new strategic framework should reflect the outcomes of negotiations on 5th GEF replenishment and indicate how GEF can contribute to the implementation of the new framework. 
