In response to the letter from the Executive Secretary of Basel Convention dated 17 December 2008 concerning the review of the strategic plan of Basel Convention, we would like inform you of the following.

1. We would like to nominate Mr. Du Kexiong from Ministry of Environmental Protection of China as the contact person of China dealing with the strategic plan issues. The contact information of Mr. Du Kexiong is as below.

Mr. Du Kexiong
Solid Waste Division
Department of Pollution Control
MEP, China
Tel: 8610-66556257
Fax: 8610-66556252
E-mail: du.kexiong@mep.gov.cn

2. Our comments on the developments and obstacles in the implementation of the current Strategic Plan is as following.

During the past years for implementing the Strategic Plan (2000-2010), the Secretariat of the Basel Convention, the parties, and Basel Convention Regional Centers have conducted a series of activities/projects in accordance with the key fields identified in the Basel Declaration on Environmentally Sound Management to support and implement the Strategic Plan. Although the Strategic Plan (2000-2010) has been proven to be an important mechanism to support the implementation of the Basel Convention, it is noted that the activities/projects under implementation did not cover all of the activities identified in the Action Table of the Strategic Plan and also did not cover all of the regions and parities because of the difficulties of resource mobilization. In our views, the main obstacles or problems in the implementation of the Strategic Plan (2000-2010) could be reflected in two aspects as follows:

(a) The lack of effective and sustainable financial mechanism to support the implementation of the Strategic Plan resulted in the partial and incomplete implementation of activities identified in the Strategic Plan. The outcomes of some projects have not been effectively delivered and extended to other regions or countries to highlight their demonstration roles. It is also because of the lack of financial resources, the regional centers have not been well used, and the work on technology transfer urgently needed by many developing countries has seldom been carried out. 

(b) The activities/projects on the control of transboundary movement of hazardous and other wastes are not highlighted in the current strategic plan and lack enough implementation although it is one of the key objectives of Basel Convention. 

Through analyzing the problems and obstacles during the implementation of the Strategic Plan (2000-2010) as mentioned above, the comments on the new strategic framework are simply proposed as follows: 

(a) Financial resource is vital for the effective implementation of the Strategic Plan of Basel Convention, so the mechanism of financial resource mobilization should be strengthened. In our views, the financial mechanism for activities with high priority to the implementation of Basel Convention should be developed, and SBC is proposed to play a leading role in resource mobilization. Regarding to the activities at regional level, it is suggested a sustainable seed fund, especially for the regional centers, should be developed within the financial framework of the Basel Convention. It could promote the complete achievement of the functions of the regional centers. 

(b) Taking into account the extensive areas and high technical requirements in the field of hazardous wastes and other wastes management and treatment, capacity building should be emphasized in developing countries; technical assistance and technology transfer on reduction, recycling and environmentally sound disposal of hazardous wastes should be highlighted; guidance documents on environmentally sound management of wastes suitable for developing countries should be continuously developed with a focus on the heavy metal containing waste, asbestos wastes and etc. We also suggest helping regional centers to establish an information exchange platform on technology transfer of hazardous waste and other wastes. 

(c) Since the control of transboundary movement of hazardous waste and other wastes is one of the fundamental objectives of Basel Convention, the capacity on the control of transboundary movement and fighting against illegal traffic should be enhanced. The high efficient operation mechanism for Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure should be studied. In order to support the PIC procedure and to enhance related information communication among the parties in the regions, it is suggested that the related information network should be establish based on the regional centers. It is also suggested that more training activities on illegal traffic should be designed for parties to enhance their capacity.

(d) New type of waste streams, such as E-wastes, packing wastes and End-of-life automobiles, should be paid more attention and listed as high priority waste streams. The management toolkit and related technology guidelines on these waste streams should be especially studied and developed under the Basel Convention to enhance the environmentally sound management and transboundary movement control on these waste streams.

