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Geneva, Switzerland

Subject: Comments by Colombia on the Strategic Plan
Dear Ms. Executive Secretary,

In my capacity as Focal Point of Colombia to the Basel Convention and in compliance with Decision IX/3 adopted by the ninth Conference of Parties to the Basel Convention on the Strategic Plan, I am attaching for your information and pertinent action comments by my Government to the Strategic Plan:

1. Observations on the development and obstacles regarding the implementation of the present Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Basel Convention.

In Colombia progress has been made regarding the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Basel Convention until 2010:

In December 2006 the Environmental Policy for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous Wastes was enacted with the aim to prevent the generation and promote the environmentally sound management of such wastes, with the objective of minimizing risks to human health and the environment and thus contribute to sustainable development.

This policy was focused on the reduction of pollution originated by the generation and inadequate management of hazardous wastes in Colombia, and it had the following objectives:
· Prevention of generation of hazardous wastes through the promotion of the implementation of cleaner production strategies in priority sectors, and likewise promoting that all production sectors develop actions conducive to the reduction of the quantity and hazardousness of the wastes, considering their technical, economic and environmental viability.

· Implementation of international commitments contained in the agreements signed by Colombia with regard to substances and hazardous wastes, with a view to protect human health and avoid pollution originated by discharge of substances and hazardous wastes.  The Basel Convention and its strategies constitute the foundations for pursuing this objective.

Among the most important instruments and strategies being implemented with regard to the development of this policy, we highlight regulatory and managerial instruments that facilitate the control by urban and regional environmental authorities. On the other hand, there are pressuring demands for management plans, voluntary agreements and regulatory instruments that provide references for the life cycle management of hazardous wastes and the environmental responsibility of generators, prioritizing prevention, general reduction on hazardous wastes and the promotion of the most adequate environmental policies.

In accordance with the above, the following actions have been taken:
a) Enactment of Decree 4741 of 2005 by which prevention and management of hazardous wastes generated within the framework of a comprehensive management is partially regulated.  This regulation constitutes the reference framework for the management of hazardous wastes in the country.

b) Establishment of the National Register of Generators of Hazardous Wastes, by means of entering into force of Resolution 1362 of 2007, elaborated in joint collaborative work with the Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and Environmental Studies (IDEAM).  Through the adoption of this resolution data on the generation and management of hazardous wastes shall become available in each jurisdiction and priority will be given to a strategic workplan at regional level.  In 2008 the implementation phase of the information system through the WEB on the topic of generation of hazardous wastes was initiated aiming to address the biggest generators of hazardous waste.
c) Determination of Protocols for testing and laboratory analysis for the physical-chemical characteristics of hazardous wastes, work which has been developed jointly with IDEAM, as per resolution 062 of 2007.
d) Establishment of systems of reuse of hazardous wastes generated through consumption.  The first regulated sector was pesticides, with the entry in force of Resolution 693 of 2007, that created management plans for returning containers, packages and pesticides that were no longer in use: This is the first regulation in the country which obliges importers or manufacturers to assume their responsibilities for the management of hazardous wastes of the products they have put into the market.

e) Participation in the Agreement for Environmental Management of Mobile Phone Wastes between operators of this service and mobile phone equipment manufacturers in April 2007. The objective of this agreement is to allow a safer management of these wastes.  At present the recollection plan of mobile phones has 153 collection points in 30 countries in the country, and to date approximately one million elements like electronic chips, batteries, mobile phones and accessories have been collected.  Approximately 90% of these have been exported.
f) Agreement for the Environmental Management of hazardous wastes in the electricity sector, in which representatives of the main companies in the sectors and big distribution chains participate.  This agreement is focused on the evaluation of the more adapted national strategies for the management of wastes resulting from the consumption of bulbs contained mercury and lead.

g) Pilot project for the recollection and management of computers no longer in use coming from households, under the framework of the Basel Convention. With the support of the Basel Convention Regional Center for South America in Buenos Aires and the collaboration  of “Computadores para Educar”, the Ministry developed a pilot project with the aim of having a first approach to the issue of hazardous wastes and to seek further definitions for an adequate management.

h) To monitor the development and implementation of collection strategies for ink cartridge and printing equipment in companies in Colombia for further recycling procedures.
i) Formulation of strategies for the prevention and reduction of hazardous wastes in the printing and graphic sector. Based on the results of the project carried out jointly by the regional Cleaner Production Centre of the Cauca Valley, and with micro, small and medium-size companies (MIPYMES) in the sector, a similar project may also be carried out in the cities of Medellín, Bogotá, Barranquilla and Bucaramanga.  

Nevertheless, there are many other needs required for the implementation of the Strategic Plan, such as:

· Promotion and use of and less polluted production technologies, which requires a good amount of resources for pilot projects and their validation.

· Improvement and development of the creation of institutional and technical capacities for the establishment and the transfer of environmental sound technologies, mainly to the environmental authorities at the regional and local levels.
· Improvement of the capacity to monitor and control reuse, treatment and disposal facilities of hazardous wastes.

Difficulties and obstacles observed in the Implementation of the Plan
· Even if tangible results have been achieved in the implementation of the Strategic Plan on the application of the principles and obligations of the Basel Convention at the world level, it is nevertheless evident that the main obstacle faced by the Plan, is the little financial resources available to support developing countries on the implementation of the Plan and to carry out priority actions in coordination with the Regional Centres.
For an efficient implementation of the Plan a sustained financial mechanism is required, in view of the fact that its financial resources and assistance in kind contributed by developed countries, intergovernmental organizations, industrial sector and non-governmental organizations. In this regard, it would be very convenient if the new strategic framework would examine the feasibility of developing economic instruments, which facilitates the implementation of the Convention, taking into account among other principles, the principle of polluter pays. 

· It is necessary to strengthen the Basel Convention Regional Centres in order to offer more training and support to the Parties, especially in developing countries, in relation to technology transfer, planning and implementation of systematic actions aimed to consolidate the management of hazardous wastes and other wastes in their territories and the respective regions.

· The impossibility to achieve progresses in relation to the Ban Amendment, adopted in 1995 during the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties (Decision III/1) can be an issue that weakens the commitment in implementing the Strategic Plan.
· It is necessary to give importance to the actions on the dissemination of information and public awareness in relation to the problem of hazardous wastes in order that the public at large and involved stakeholders may count with an adequate database to improve their degree of commitment in attaining the objectives of the Strategic Plan.

· Regarding the development of the efforts directed towards strengthening synergies with other Multilateral Environmental Agreements related to the management of chemical products, it is necessary to establish that these agreements are considered a commitment on the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and chemical products covered therewith.  That is for example the case of the Stockholm Convention and the Montreal Protocol.
2. Designation of a contact person to facilitate liaison with the Secretariat regarding the examination of the Strategic Plan 
With reference to the request made to Parties in paragraph 7, decision IX/3, to designate a contact person, the information regarding the national contact on the Strategic Plan is as follows:

Name:
César Buitrago Gómez

Office:
Directorate for Sectoral Sustainable Development

Entity:
Ministry of Environment, Housing and Territorial Development

Fax:
571-3323434 ext. 2378

Email:
cbuitrago@minambiente.gov.co

I hope that the comments hereby submitted would be useful for the development of the Plan, as well as for the compliance of the objectives of the Convention.

Yours sincerely,

Adriana Mejia Hernández

Vice Minister for Multilateral Affairs

