Comments by Costa Rica on the developments and obstacles in the implementation of the Strategic Plan 
Achievements

Draft of a plan for minimization and environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and their disposal.

Regarding lead-acid batteries, the directives emanating from the Technical Unit of the Secretariat of the Basel Convention are applied.

A counter draft project on minimization and environmentally sound management of mercury contained in wastes generated in the health sector was presented.  It awaits approval and financing by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention.
Executive Decrees regulating all matters related to the management of expired medicaments, electrical and electronic wastes, as well as polychlorinated biphenyls are in process of approval by the Government.

Export of pesticides with DDT is under way for final disposal in France.

At present bid proposals are being prepared by electric power firms with a view to dispose of accumulators, transformers and generators containing PCBs.

Difficulties encountered

Problems with the elaboration and approval of new procedure manuals, directives and regulations.

Difficulties with the financing for training of personnel.

Problems in the training of firms dealing with the recuperation of wastes.

Financial difficulties to carry out pilot projects in untrained areas.

Lack of coordination by the Regional Centre regarding the Convention.

Lack of personnel.

Waiting for support by the Secretariat of the Basel Convention to implement the present plan.

