Report 

National Focal Point in Egypt on the audit work of the Basel Convention on the control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and observations on the new Convention’s strategic framework 2010-2020.
Within the framework of the consultations between the Parties to the Basel Convention on the control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes regarding the revision of the Convention at an international level and the new strategic framework, we would like to start with some perspective of the National Focal Point on the development and obstacles to implement the Convention.:
1. Shrinking financial resources of the Basel Convention for the financing of the Trust Fund for Technical Cooperation, the emergency support needed to cover the basic costs of the programs of the Convention and the executive secretariat. That is why the Parties to the Convention must be able to establish the Convention on a sound and financially sustainable basis.

2. It appears that Government efforts only are not sufficient to ensure the successful implementation of the Convention. It calls for the strengthening of the principle of partnerships with all stakeholders, especially industry and the main generator of waste. The Convention has to work hard in creating mechanisms driving the partnerships with industry to address issues of hazardous waste.
3. We must pay tribute to the positions and commitment of Regional centres host countries, including Egypt, on the effort to push the work of these centers; and also pay tribute to the several donors who contributed to have projects implemented by the centres.
4. We welcome the moves to strengthen the coordination between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, and the creation of a synergy mechanism between them. Until now, the Conferences of the Parties to the Basel Convention and the Rotterdam Convention endorsed such initiative but it still remains to the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention in May 2009 to do it as well.
5. Efforts are ongoing by Egypt and other parties from developing countries and the European Union and Switzerland to address the persistent crisis on the decision to ban the export of hazardous wastes from Annex VII countries (countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) to developing countries.
6. Although we welcome the potential of the Basel Convention, we do not appreciate the inability of the Parties to take advantage from the Convention and fulfil their commitments.
We remain firm on the Ban decision, which is the backbone and the spirit of the Convention, and we regret that it has not yet entered into force, which means that the Parties are still unable to put an end to the trade of hazardous wastes. 

7. The time has come for us to meet the parties to the Convention campaigning for the entry into force of the Ban Amendment to fulfill their commitments to give the opportunity for the Ban decision to enter into force and ratify it later on. It must be pointed out that the majority of the Parties approved the Amendment on the ban, which invites us to exercise the trial of the internal regulation by voting whether the Ban Amendment should enter into force or not. 
8. Illegal traffic of hazardous wastes is still a practice at the international level. The last in date is the hazardous waste landfill in Côte d'Ivoire in 2006. That’s why we urge to do more effort and work closely in supporting the capacity of customs officers, and reinforce the capabilities of the legal and criminal prosecution of all forms of illegal traffic.

9. In spite of the fact that the Convention addresses the issue of waste in a wider sense, the main objective should be to restrict the first motivation for the production of waste, and taking into account the original objectives of the Convention. While the reuse of waste and recycling are a resource to increase production and economic returns,
10. A lot of work at the international level is still necessary in increasing the capacity of countries to assist each other in the area of capacity-building and other forms of support.

Although limited in resources, the scope of activities at the national level is remarkable in spite of many obstacles. The best evidence is regional centres trying to help developing countries experiencing difficulties to pay only for the cost of an operation.
11. It is necessary to send a strong signal to the international community, and urge the parties to the Convention to reject the small differences and unify the scope. We recognize that we do feel a kind of frustration due to the relative weakness of the Convention at the present time, and we hope to put together the actions that aimed at giving a new direction. We welcome the commitment made by UNEP at the international environmental level, through initiatives recently launched, in providing one million dollars to help the tackling of waste mercury disposal, and the amount of another million dollars to assist in the coordination between the secretariats of Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
12. Despite the differing views on the issues of the Basel Convention, as in any international instrument, it is very important to pay attention to the consensus upon which this Agreement is built. If the Conference of the Parties will not be able to ensure and enforce the implementation of the Convention, it will lose its credibility.

We emphasize that there is a need for a new strategic framework in the light of the urgent needs of Egypt and other developing countries in the safe management of hazardous wastes and other wastes.

The preparation of a new strategic framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention will be used to highlight the links between waste management and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, as well as the public health and economic and social growth rates. 
The strategic framework will also contribute to the evaluation of the effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention, which is consistent with the mandate of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in accordance with paragraph (7) of Article (15) of the Convention, the need for an assessment of the effectiveness of the Convention at least once every six years, with the consideration of if it is necessary to impose a total ban or partial movement of hazardous wastes and other wastes across the border in the light of environmental, technical and economical variables.

We believe that the new strategic framework of the Convention should take into account the following concepts, which meet with the Egyptian position in the Convention and national legislation in Egypt, which also reflect national needs:
1. The strategic framework should be fully based on the objectives of Article (4) of the Convention, which explains in detail the general obligations for a Party to exercise its sovereign right to prohibit the import of hazardous wastes and other wastes in its territory, as well as the right of States to undertake the appropriate environmental, economic and social procedures, in order to reduce the generation of waste and to provide the necessary facilities for their safe disposal, and to reduce their transboundary movements.

2. The strategic framework should take into account the capacity of developing countries and the challenges they are facing in the environmentally sound management of wastes;
3. Consider the enhanced cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions;
4. Support the Basel Convention regional centers and take into account their role and capacities.

5. The best possible knowledge on levels and trends in transboundary waste streams and the environmentally sound management of wastes;

6. It should be attractive to partners beyond the Basel Convention, including the UNEP, UNDP and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the Global Environment Facility, the World Bank and donors, civil society and the private sector;

7. To take benefit from an understanding of the lessons learned from the previous Strategic Plan in meeting the objectives of the Convention, and from other past assessments of the Convention;

