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Comments to the Strategic Plan for the implementation of the Basel Convention
Pursuant to the provisions of the draft Strategic Plan for the Implementation of the Basel Convention, in particular, to the activities related to prevention and fight of the illicit  traffic of hazardous wastes, the target for 2005-2010 to follow is focused on strengthening the implementation of various schemes to reduce transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and other wastes, and to this end, the project mention therewith proposes measures that the Parties should take to achieve those goals.

For its part, with respect to the General Directorate of Environmental Inspection for Ports, Airports and Borders of the Federal Attorney for Environmental Protection, we are issuing the following considerations.

- Control Mechanisms
The development and use of methodologies and criterion to reduce transboundary movements by the national authorities should be emphasize. Therefore, the approach and communication with the assembling and manufacturing exporting industry is important.
With regard to the Federal Attorney for Environmental Protection (PROFEPA) in the period 2007-2008, has worked with the Assembling and Export Industry and, with several companies in the private sector, with the aim to familiarize them with the functioning of information systems designed by the Attorney General's Office, close to its implementation as an additional tool that helps to control the sound management of hazardous waste subject to such movements; this, together with the strengthening of the inspection and monitoring activities performed by this authority, and the timely dissemination of environmental obligations contained in the applicable law, which are subject to the importers and exporters of the goods mentioned there above.

Following this, in 2007 the idea of creating a system which allows to verify the record, in order to have control of the goods inspected by the official staff, located in PROFEPA inspectors at ports and borders to obtain advantages in speed, bureaucracy and efficiency in administrative and material resources, to later drop this idea for the creation of the Institutional System for the Verification of Registers (SIREV), which seeks to establish in 2009 as the time period for the commencement of its operations, consisting as one of the main benefits being the  access to real-time information on such movements, from their point of origin to final destination.

Similarly, we have worked jointly with the Tax Administration Service, in particular with the General Customs Administration, for the creation and implementation of strategies to improve the skills of fighting cases of illegal hazardous wastes in the years 2007 and 2008, namely, specific procedures to take care for the topics raised, establishing channels of communication between those authorities, and exchange of information on movements of illicit origin, among others.

Mainly considering as environmental purposes the real time access to the number of transboundary movements made by interested individuals, type and quantity of waste, tariff used, major customs, means of transportation, among others, without omitting to point out the  sound management of such movements.

Furthermore, the Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources has developed the Integrated System for Tracking Hazardous Waste (SIRREP), which aims at monitoring the movements resulting from the return of hazardous waste, identification of the environmentally sound management of such wastes and compliance with the legislation by the companies involved. Through this system, the SEMARNAT has prepared several reports on the statistics on warnings and quantities of waste returned by the assembling and exporting manufacturing industry.

The purpose lies in linking the two information systems, with the objective of obtaining the proper data on the number of returning warnings submitted to the Secretariat against the number of movements inspected by PROFEPA made by individuals in the light of this scheme. Similarly, this tool will be beneficial in that the authorities will have updated information on the location of exporters, importers and service companies carrying out such movements.
- National legislation and policies
Of equal importance is the development of policies, plans and programs, both national and regional on this matter and, consequently, the changes which are relevant to national legislation, based on the spirit of minimization of transboundary movements of hazardous waste.
It is considered that for the achievement of this measure, it is important to control and to get the necessary information about the reality of the movement carried out, namely, frequency, major customs tariffs, reported type and quantity of waste, among others.
Since 2000, Mexico, through SEMARNAT, has established measures and instruments to achieve the goals that mark the various international conventions aimed at the environmentally sound management of hazardous substances and wastes and on the export and import of these, signed and ratified by our country, like it happens with the Basel Convention; an example of the above is the Agreement establishing the classification and codification of goods whose import and export is regulated by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, published on March 29, 2002, which was restructured and added taken into account various information to be made public in the same official information material on December 30, 2003, August 16, 2004, January 26, 2005 and June 30, 2007; instrument establishing the list of hazardous waste for entering or leaving national territory, subject to the submission of the permit to import or export, as appropriate, or the notice of return.
Similarly, we have a specific legal framework that provides specific regulations with regard to transboundary movements of hazardous waste, namely the General Law on Prevention and Integral Management of Hazardous Waste published in the Official Journal of the Federation (DOF) on October 8th, 2003 and its Regulations, DOF of November 30th, 2006.
Under this framework, it has been working  towards the environmental sound management of hazardous waste, but it is also plans the need to revise some existing norms and adapt regulations to the needs and commitments subscribed by our country, because there are issues in our consideration that have remained uncovered in the legal texts up to this day, as the relevance for the illegal traffic of waste to cover the real needs and responsibilities of actors involved in the governmental sphere.

In 2004 the Manual of procedures for the importation and exportation of wildlife, forest products and by-products, and materials and hazardous wastes subject to regulation by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources was published, a key tool to the operation of the Attorney General to undertaken inspection and monitoring activities in the field, which currently is in the process of being modified to the operational areas, to bring the regulatory provisions in line with the needs identified in practice.
With regard to the Convenio de La Paz, a bilateral agreement between Mexico and the United States of America, signed on August 14, 1983, the same that marks as object the establishment of a basis of bilateral cooperation for the protection, enhancement and environmental conservation and problems affecting them, and agrees upon the necessary measures to prevent and control the contamination of the border area, and to provide a framework for the development of a notification system for emergency situations.

Annex III to the Convenio de la Paz, entitled "Agreement of Cooperation between the Mexican United States and the United States of America on transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and hazardous substances", signed on November 12, 1986, has no listings of hazardous waste subject to control between the two countries, in this respect, it makes their real application impossible and hence the objectives aimed.
However, in relation to the lack of a detailed list of hazardous waste in the bilateral agreements referred to above, it is appropriate to mention that the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) established in 1961, which objective is to exchange information and harmonize their policies to maximize economic growth and contribute to its development and those of non-member countries, issued its decision C (2001) 107/final, and responding to the purpose of establishing a monitoring system for the transboundary movements of waste aimed to recovery operations, underlines the end of the red list, the establishment of control of amber and green, recognizes as waste subject to the amber procedures, those listed in Annex II and VIII of the Basel Convention and lists other waste  considered as amber as added by the OECD member countries, where Mexico is a member since May 1994.

With reference to the above, the Secretariat and PROFEPA have worked together with the OECD through one of its contact centers established in our country, in regard to the subject of transboundary movements.

Nevertheless, in the latest years environmental regulations have undergone significant national reforms, which establish important aspects relating to transboundary movements of hazardous waste. However, the main obstacle we face as a signatory of the Convention, is the lack of economic resources that are used to build and implement Pilot Projects and public policies outlined in the concerned Strategic Plan, as an example of what we noted above, the development of projects to develop an inventory of electrical and electronic wastes in South America, which was initiated in 2008 by Argentina.
- Projects
1. Implement monitoring and tracking systems in customs for transboundary movements of hazardous waste.

2. Once implemented these tracking systems, their effectiveness is subject to constant updating of information generated, and the continued improvement of its implementation.

3. PROFEPA and CUSTOMS, Development and implementation of a “Method of drawing attention to cases of illegal traffic of hazardous waste”. 
4. Negotiate with the Ministry of Transport and Communications to make mandatory the installation of tracking the goods, to know, own and control, for example, managing routes, customs most often used, and control of time and destination movement, among others.
5. The Green Customs project seeks to link the environment with the commercial flow of import and export goods, by establishing the pre-certification mechanism to companies that perform these movements as a tool to provide more certainty in meeting environmental regulations.
6. It is stressed that the Federal Attorney for Environmental Protection has worked to develop various projects in monitoring, preventing and combating illegal traffic of hazardous waste in our country, example of this is the tracking systems and monitoring of transboundary movements of such waste between Mexico and United States, whose first aim is identifying major transportation routes and trade between the two States, without omitting to consider additional benefits derived from its implementation, such as updated information and real-time recording, points of origin and destination of goods, among others.
- Needs
· Monitoring the effective implementation of strategies and programs through evaluation of their results in the short and medium term.
· Update of bilateral, multilateral and regional agreements

· Efficiency of human and material resources in combating illegal traffic of hazardous wastes, with for example the implementation of waste tracking systems.
· Continuous information exchange between parties involved in order to develop linkages, communication on progress, needs and obstacles that arise in their respective jurisdictions, among others.

· Emphasize joint work with the Regional Centers of the Basel Convention.

· Develop communication and cooperation between various units of the federal government, such as ADUANAS-PROFEPA-SCT.
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