Japan’s comments on the draft Means of implementation and set of indicators to be included in the Strategic Framework 2012-2021
I. Means of implementation
1. General Comments
   As stated in the document (p.3), it is important that the ‘strategic goals and objectives’, ‘the means of implementation’ and ‘the indicators’ are taken together to constitute a system for objectively measuring and reporting on the progress in improving the implementation of the Basel Convention.    
Although we basically support the four clusters of ‘means of implementation’ identified in the document, it would be more helpful if there were clarification about how ‘the means of implementation’ , ‘the strategic goals and objectives’ and ‘the indicators’ will be linked with each other. 
2. Specific Comments
   First cluster - To enhance and develop the capacity of Parties for effective implementation, in particular enhancing support to developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

· 1st bullet: It is unclear how the evaluation of the effectiveness of the Convention will contribute to the enhancement and development of the capacity of developing countries. The linkage between these two should be made clear.
· 4th bullet: It is unclear how the development of policy frameworks at regional levels is linked with the enhancement and development of the capacity of Parties. It could be more appropriate to list this bullet under the third cluster.
Second cluster – To mobilize and increase the effective leverage and use of financial and other resources and facilitate greater flow of regional and international funding and investments.

· 1st and 2nd bullet: It is unclear how the reviews to increase direct foreign investment are linked with the implementation of the Strategic Framework. The linkage between these two should be made clear.
· 3rd bullet: We propose to modify this bullet as below, because we have some doubts about the feasibility to quantify the financial requirements for the effective implementation of the Strategic Framework.
Review the needs of developing countries for the effective implementation of the Strategic Framework.
Third cluster – To enhance cooperation and coordination among Parties, relevant initiatives, programmes, institutions, organizations, conventions and protocols at the national, regional and global level.
· 3 rd bullet:  The development of networks among competent authorities for information exchange at the regional level is important and should be given priority.
· 7th bullet: We propose to delete the phrases after ‘ including by developing an overall policy framework …’ , because we think it is unnecessary to develop an overall policy framework similar to the Strategic Framework.
Fourth cluster – To strengthen the operation and functioning of the bodies established under the authority of the Conference of Parties

· 4th bullet: Core activities that are funded from the BC fund should be limited to ordinary Secretariat expenditures that are necessary for the implementation of the Convention. We do not agree that the entire implementation of the Work Programme should be funded from the BC fund. We propose to delete the phrases after ’and by making more assistance to Parties’. 
II. Indicators
1. General Comments
      (1) The indicators to measure achievement and performance of the Strategic Framework should be objective and realistic. Specific indicators such as the number of activities (in progress, implemented) that are necessary to achieve the outcomes should be included as much as possible. 
(2) When we discuss the indicators, we should also consider the mechanism to monitor the implementation of the Strategic Framework based on these indicators (e.g. to include the monitoring of the implementation of the Strategic Framework in the Work Programme of the Compliance and Implementation Committee and request the Committee to report the result at each COP).
2. Specific Comments
Objective 1.1: Reach a common understanding amongst Parties of the definition, interpretation and terminologies of waste covered by the Basel Convention, including the distinction between waste and non-waste
· 1st bullet: We propose to modify this bullet, for example as below, because we think it would be difficult to measure objectively the ‘Common understanding reached among Parties…’. 
‘Number of guidelines developed and activities implemented under the Basel Convention to reach a common understanding of the definition, interpretation and terminologies of waste’.
· 2nd bullet: We propose to modify the phrases ‘common understanding’ to ‘definitions, interpretation and terminologies of waste under the Basel Convention’ for the same reason as above.
Objective 1.4: Generate, provide, collect, transmit and use reliable, qualitative and quantitative information and data regarding export, import and generation as required by Article 13 of the Basel Convention
· 1st bullet: We propose to delete this indicator, because the linkage between this indicator and the fulfilment of Objective1.4 is unclear.
· We propose to add a new indicator as below.
‘Number of projects or activities facilitated or carried out by the Secretariat or Basel Convention regional and coordinating centres to support generate, provide, collect, transmit and use information and data required by Article 13 ’.
Objective 2.1: Pursue the development of the environmentally sound management (ESM) of hazardous wastes and other wastes, especially through the preparation of technical guidelines, and to promote its implementation in national legislation
· We propose to add a new indicator as below.
‘Number of projects or activities implemented under the Basel Convention to develop the ESM of hazardous wastes and other wastes ’.
Objective 2.4: Enhance and promote the sustainable use of resources through improving management of hazardous wastes and other wastes and to encourage the recognition of waste as a resource as appropriate
· It could be difficult to request Parties to report on the proportion of Basel Convention waste reused, recycled or recovered. We think that ‘Number of activities and guidelines developed under the Basel Convention to enhance and promote the sustainable use of resources’ could be a more objective and realistic indicator.  
