6 June 2007
Submission by the European Community and its Member States
related to Stockholm COP decision SC-3/5 Guidelines on best available techniques and draft guidance on best environmental practices
The European Community and its Member States submit views on the waste-related contents of the revised draft guidelines on best available techniques (BAT) and draft guidance on best environmental practices (BEP) as contained in document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/4.
In addition, the EU submits views on BAT and BEP with respect to processes for the destruction and irreversible transformation of the POP content in wastes in reaction to annex II of the report of the Expert Group on BAT and BEP on the work of its second meeting as contained in document UNEP/POPS/EGBATBEP.2/4.
In doing so, the EU assumes that, according to Stockholm COP decision SC-3/5 (CRP.10/Rev.1), paragraphs 8 and 9, the issue of BAT and BEP will be put on the agenda of OEWG6. 
The EU suggests that these comments are published on the Basel website together with related comments from others.
I.
Waste-related contents of the revised draft guidelines on BAT and draft guidance on BEP
1. At this stage, the EU would like to make some preliminary comments on these waste-related contents.
2. In the view of the EU, the waste-related contents are in particular the following parts:
a) Section I.E Relationship to the Basel Convention

b) Section III.C.(ii) Waste management considerations
c) the waste-related contents (at least on solid residues) of Sections IV, V and VI
3. With regard to Section I.E, the text is acceptable
.
4. With regard to Section III.C.(ii), the EU would like to comment as follows:

a) the seven-step waste management hierarchy (prevent; reduce; reuse; recycle; recovery of energy and minerals; incineration and neutralisation; and responsible disposal) contained in Figure 1 needs further discussion, e.g. since a five-step waste hierarchy (prevention; preparing for re-use; recycling; other recovery, e.g. energy recovery; and disposal) is currently discussed in the Council in the context of the revision of the EU Waste Framework Directive.
b) the subsections 3 to 7 do not correspond to the chosen hierarchy and its order (e.g. subsection on reuse is missing and the subsection on collection seems to be relevant for all steps below)
c) in a subsection on disposal, in addition to landfills, the permanent storage in underground mines and formations (see chapter IV.G.3(b) of the updated general technical guidelines) should also be mentioned.
d) with regard to the subsection 7 (Incineration), especially the first sentence, it is noted that high population density and lack of suitable areas for landfills are not the only reasons for building incinerators. Incineration also contributes to climate protection through energy production and avoiding methane emissions from landfills. The pros and cons of the different treatment options should given in a balanced manner.
e) the usefulness of Annexes 1 and 2 is questioned.
5. With regard to the waste-related contents of Sections IV, V and VI, more time is needed for review.
II.
BAT and BEP with respect to processes for the destruction and irreversible transformation of the POP content in wastes
6. The EU thanks the Expert Group on BAT and BEP for its response to the request by COP7. However, the EU believes that this should be further developed.
7. In the provisional definition for levels of destruction and irreversible transformation (see paragraph 30, last sentence, of the updated general technical guidelines), it is provided that technologies for destruction and irreversible transformation should be operated in accordance with BAT and BEP. There is a gap in this definition in areas where there are no corresponding guidelines on BAT and guidance on BEP.

8. Therefore the EU is of the view that Basel COP9 should invite the Stockholm bodies to include guidelines on BAT and guidance on BEP with respect to all processes for the destruction and irreversible transformation of the POP content in wastes contained in updated general technical guidelines in the draft guidelines on BAT and draft guidance on BEP themselves in a separate section. This invitation would also cover two processes contained in the updated general technical guidelines at COP8, namely thermal and metallurgical production of metals (R4) and waste-to-gas conversion (R3), and any other process in the event that it would be included at COP9.






�	In this context it is noted that in section I.E there is a reference to the updated general technical guidelines adopted at COP8 whereas in other parts of document UNEP/POPS/COP.3/INF/4 there is a reference to the general technical guidelines adopted at COP7. The EU has already requested the Stockholm secretariat to update these references before publication of the revised draft guidelines on BAT and draft guidance on BEP.
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