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Annex 

Compilation of comments on low persistent organic pollutant 
contents 

Country/Organization General Comments 

Japan It is desirable to destruct or irreversibly transform POPs in wastes as 
thoroughly as possible since POPs have high toxicity, persistency, and 
bioaccumulation in human body and the environment.  For this reason, 
the LPC values should be determined at the lowest level that can be 
implemented by the member states. In doing so, the actual data related to 
POPs wastes must be taken into account comprehensively, as clearly 
defined in the current POPs general technical guidelines under the Basel 
Convention, including the generation, destruction technologies and 
analytical capacity of such wastes.     

In Japan, considering the generation and conditions of POPs waste, 
appropriate measures have been taken for the POPs wastes that are 
confirmed to be waste products containing intentionally used POPs and 
wastes contaminated with unintentional POPs such as dioxins and PCBs.  

Norway Norway would like to respond to the invitation in decision OEWG 10-4 
to share our views on the low POPS limits and share some views and 
experience from Norway. When establishing or revising low POPS limits 
Norway believe its important to highlight that Article 6 of the Stockholm 
convention states that waste containing POPS must be disposed of in 
such a way that the POP content is destroyed or irreversibly transformed 
so that they do not exhibit the characteristics of POPs. Furthermore, that 
POP wastes is not permitted to be subject to disposal operations that may 
lead to recycling or alternative uses. POPs are some of the most toxic 
organic pollutants and therefore we believe it is important to get them out 
of circulation, and avoid recycling them into new products.   

Norway welcome the shift towards a green economy where materials are 
recycled and move in a closed loop, the so called Circular Economy. We 
believe that this economy should be non-toxic. The Circular economy 
requires more waste to be recycled. Recycling with the aim to replace 
new resources, as a more sustainable source than new resources, requires 
recycling with a focus on quality. One important aspect of quality is that 
hazardous substances are removed from the material cycle.  

In Norway waste containing pops-BDE, and deca-BDE at or above 
0.25% (2,500 mg/kg) must be handled as hazardous waste. This has led 
to investments in sorting technology at several treatment plants. Different 
technologies including sensor-based sorting and sink float separation are 
employed to allow automatic sorting of fractions. This reduce the need 
for analysis prior to sorting and allow the POPS-free plastics to be 
recycled while the POPS-containing plastics is incinerated with energy-
recovery.  In this way the POPS content is destroyed while most of the 
plastics can be recycled in a non-toxic manner. 

We need a high rate of recycling, but at the same time we also need to 
ensure that hazardous substances not become part of the resource cycle 
and be unintentionally spread to eg. childrens toys or food contact 
materials.  

We must aim for more and more resources to be recycled safely. This can 
be achieved through synergies between waste and chemicals regulations. 
This requires the chemicals and waste regulations to develop in parallel. 
The requirement of Stockholm is elimination of the POPs, and Basel 
should focus on how to operationalize this requirement. In our view this 
means that the levels for low POPS should be as low as possible, to 
ensure the elimination of POPS in waste. 
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Country/Organization General Comments 

European HBCD 
Industry 

Submitted two documents, which are entitled: 
- European HBCD Industry Group and EUMEPS position on the 

appropriate low POP content limit for HBCD in Polystyrene 
Foam waste 

- HBCDD Hexabromocyclododecane in Polystyrene Foams 
Product Safety Assessment 2016 edition 

Both documents are reproduced hereafter. 

International POPs 
Elimination 
Network (IPEN) 

Submitted two documents, which are entitled: 
- HIGH LEVELS OF PCDD/F, PBDD/F AND PCB IN EGGS 

AROUND POLLUTION SOURCES DEMONSTRATES THE 
NEED TO REVIEW SOIL STANDARDS 

- Toxic Toy or Toxic Waste: Recycling POPS into New Products  
- Summary for Decision-Makers 

Both documents are reproduced hereafter. 
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