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Used textiles and textile wastes 

  Note by the Secretariat 

 I. Introduction 

1. The present note provides information on the implementation of the mandates on used textiles 

and textile wastes established by paragraphs 2 and 3 of decision BC-17/21, on the work programme of 

the Open-ended Working Group for the biennium 2026–2027, which was adopted by the Conference 

of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous 

Wastes and Their Disposal at its seventeenth meeting.  

 II. Implementation 

2. Pursuant to paragraph 2 of decision BC-17/21, Parties and observers submitted to the 

Secretariat comments, including relevant data where applicable, regarding experiences, challenges and 

costs related to trade in used textiles and textile wastes, as well as views on how transboundary 

movements of textile wastes and their management could be addressed under the Basel Convention. 

Eleven submissions were received from Parties, including 1 submitted on behalf of a regional 

economic integration organization and its member States, and 20 submissions were received from 

observers. The submissions received were made available on the website of the Convention.1  

3. Pursuant to paragraph 3 of decision BC-17/21, and with generous financial support provided 

by the European Union, the Secretariat engaged a consultant to compile the comments received and to 

prepare a report on possible options available under the Basel Convention to address used textiles and 

textile wastes, taking into consideration the comments received. The compilation of comments and the 

report are set out in annexes I and II to document UNEP/CHW/OEWG.15/INF/22, respectively, for 

consideration by the Open-ended Working Group at its fifteenth meeting.  

 

* UNEP/CHW/OEWG.15/1. 
1 https://www.basel.int/tabid/10415. 

https://www.basel.int/Portals/4/download.aspx?e=UNEP-CHW-COP.17-BC-17-21.English.pdf
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 III. Proposed action 

4. The Open-ended Working Group may wish to adopt a decision along the following lines: 

The Open-ended Working Group 

1. Takes note of the report on possible options available under the 

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

Their Disposal to address used textiles and textile wastes, prepared by the Secretariat pursuant 

to paragraph 3 of decision BC-17/21;2 

2. Recommends that the Conference of the Parties, at its eighteenth meeting, 

consider the following possible options, within the scope of the Convention, to address 

challenges linked to the transboundary movement of textile wastes (including the distinction 

between used textiles and textile wastes): […];3 

3. Invites Parties and observers to submit comments by 30 September 2026 on the 

possible options set out in paragraph 2 above for consideration by the Conference of the 

Parties at its eighteenth meeting. 

     

 

 
2 UNEP/CHW/OEWG.15/INF/22, annex II. 
3 Placeholder for a proposal of possible options, within the scope of the Convention, for consideration by the 

Conference of the Parties at its eighteenth meeting. 


