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Not e by the secretari at

l. Backgr ound

1. The secretariat attended the part of the 44th session of the Marine
Envi ronnment Protection Committee (MEPC 44) of the International Maritine
Organi zation (I MO concerning the recycling of ships (8-10 March 2000).

1. Qut come of MEPC 44

2. IMDis in the process of clarifying in which areas it may useful ly
contribute to the reduction of safety and environnental risks associated with
the recycling of ships. The process established by MEPC 44 is to set up a
correspondence group on the recycling of ships to gather the necessary
information to assist the MEPC to reach a decision. The secretariat is

invited to be part of such correspondence group which will be coordinated by
Bangl adesh.
3. The secretariat is called upon by MEPC 44 to provide the correspondence

group with information on its activities and perceived responsibilities
associated with the recycling of ships. MEPC 44 had in front of it decision
V/ 28 adopted by the fifth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties on the

di smantling of ships.
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4, The outcome of the work of the correspondence group will be reported to
the 46th session of MEPC in July 2001. The deadline for submtting docunents
for MEPC 45 in June 2000 was considered to be unrealistic. Then, the MEPC
may be in a position to agree on the areas it may usefully contribute to in
regard to the reduction of safety and environnmental risks associated with the
recycling of ships.

5. The work undertaken by the correspondence group should provide an
accurate picture of the current practices concerning the recycling of ships.

6. MEPC 44 did not retain the establishnent of an internationa
conprehensive ship recycling reginme as requiring action at this stage.

Di vergent views were expressed as to which United Nations bodies (I MO Basel
Convention or International Labour Organization) should take the lead in this
domain. A mpjority of delegates were of the opinion that | MO should play a

| eading role in ship recycling. MEPC was inforned about the measures taken
by countries where recycling of ships occur, in particular India to inprove
both safety and the protection of the environment at sites.

I11. Involvenent of industry

7. I ndustry (International Chanber of Shipping; the Baltic and
International Maritime Council; the International Association of Dry Cargo
Shi powners; the O Conpanies International Marine Forum and the

I nternational Confederation of Free Trade Union) supports work by I MO, 1LO
and the Basel Convention in the areas of the recycling of ships.

8. The International Chanmber of Shipping (1CS) has established a working
group with the above referred industry partners to consider practica
measures which will help to contribute to acceptabl e decomn ssi oni ng
practices. It will include a standard inventory of potentially harnfu

mat eri al s on vessels sold for recycling, guidance on m nim zing residues and
ot her substances prior to arrival at the yards and the pre-arrival condition
of the vessel, including the condition of tanks, all designed to protect the
envi ronnent and to enhance safe working practices at the site.

9. In addition, an industry policy on ship recycling and an associ ated
Code of Practice are under preparation and should be avail abl e by m d-2000.
As a next stage, the industry working group intends to devel op proposals with
t he ship-building industry on issues related to the “cradle to grave”

appr oach.
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V. Possi bl e el ements for the technical guidelines
10. Three maj or aspects could be identified in regard to the recycling of

shi ps, namely:
(a) the design, operation and preparation of the ship
(b) the recycling/disposal of the ship
(c) the situation at the yard when dismantling of the ship occurs.

11. The first aspect could mainly be left to the work of IMO, while the
second aspect could be coordinated with I MO provi ded that sone aspects of the
life-cycle managenent of a ship could be considered in the preparation of the
techni cal guidelines, focussing on the environmentally sound nanagement of
the hazardous wastes generated at the recycling sites and preventive
measures. In this regard, the follow ng el enents coul d be considered:

. i nventory of hazardous wastes on vessels destined for
di smantling, including such hazardous wastes that are intrinsic
to the structure of the vessels (eg: asbestos)

. measures to mninmze the hazardous residues generated during the
operation of a vessel destined for dismantling

. assessnment of the facilities for hazardous waste di sposal or
storage at the recycling yard and its overall waste nanagenent
infrastructure

. transfer of know edge and best avail able technol ogies to ensure
efficient and environmentally sound recycling activities

12. The technical guidelines to be devel oped by the Technical Wrking G oup
could formpart of a wider approach including the initiative taken by

i ndustry in regard to the devel opnment of a code of practice and preventive
“desi gn-for-recycling” approach to ship building, as well as any work to be
undertaken by the I1LO on occupational health. While developing the technica
guidelines, it is inmportant to maintain close working relationship with the
Parties where dismantling of ships occur and with the MO, especially
regarding the issue of inventory lists and nmeasures to mnim ze hazardous
resi dues generated during the operation of a vessel destined for dismantling.
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V.

13.

Suggested action
The Techni cal Wbrking Goup may w sh to:

(a) consi der el aborating, together with the Legal Wrking Goup, a
response for the I MO correspondence group concerning the activities and
responsi bilities of the Basel Convention in the areas of the partia

and full dismantling of ships;

(b) further consider el aborating the table of contents of the
techni cal guidelines on the environnentally sound managenent of the
di smantling of ships that will be prepared,

(c) requests the secretariat to work closely with Parties, in
particular with the Parties where dismantling of ships occur and with
Norway and the Netherlands who have taken a | eading role on this issue
with a viewto evolving cooperation with I MO as requested by deci sion
V/ 28 of the fifth neeting of the Conference of the Parties, noting that
| MO has not yet decided in which areas it may usefully contribute to
reduce safety and environnmental risks associated with the recycling of
shi ps;

(d) further requests the secretariat to establish working
relationship with industry, in particular the International Chanber of
Shipping (ICS) with a view to involving industry in the preparation of
techni cal guidelines for the environmentally sound managenment of the
di smantling of ships;

(e) al so requests the secretariat to report to the seventeenth
session of the Technical Working Goup on progress in regard to

(i) t he preparation of technical guidelines for the
environnental |y sound nmanagenent of the dismantling of ships;

(ii) its cooperation with IMO and future steps to be taken to
conplete work on this issue.



